
Principal’s 

Corner   

I hope that you 

were able to ex-
perience the tre-

mendously successful PTO - Giving 

Thanks Cultural Celebration held on No-
vember 17th.  Photos of families enjoy-

ing themselves are posted on the Colum-
bus School website.  THANK YOU PTO!  

In that spirit, many teachers continue to 
explore our rich cultural diversity through 

holiday traditions. This is a perfect time 

to volunteer with your child’s teacher to 
share your rich holiday traditions with 

your child’s class.  Consider reaching out 
to see if you can be a guest speaker in 

this area. 

Thank you to all who supported the Co-

lumbus PTO during fund raisers.  

Through your generosity with events 
such as Florida Citrus, Scrip Gift Cards, 

Jingle Bell Walk/Run and spare change 
to  throw cream pies at me, the Colum-

bus PTO can fund many field trips and 
cultural performances.  The pie throwing 

event will be held on Friday, December 

2nd in the gymnasium.  Our student 
throwers need to practice their aim be-

tween now and then!   

Parent/Teacher Conferences are by ap-

pointment only.  All student progress 
report cards are distributed at this meet-

ing.   This is a valuable time to learn how 

school and home can work as a team to 
support your child’s learning.  If you 

have an appointment the evening of De-
cember 6th, we will have child care avail-

able during the PTO Board Game Event.    
Please be sure to make an appointment 

with your child’s teacher for 

Parent/Teacher Conferences. 

Mrs. Karapetian and your children have 

been working diligently to prepare for 
the annual winter concert which will be 

held on  Friday, December 16th, at 
10:00am.  Please bring the school flyer 

with you as it will help the sign in pro-

cess go quickly.  Consider volunteering 
your time with the PTO on this day to 

help sign families in. Please remember 
that due to the fire code, only TWO 

families members are invited to enjoy 
this live performance.  

Families are allowed to play on the play-
ground after school hours.  However, for 

reasons of safety, please keep a few 

things in mind: Your children MUST be 
supervised by an adult at all times, the 

building is not open for use after 3:00pm, 
and any areas off limits during the school 

day are also off limits after school.  We 
also ask that you be considerate of our 

many school community members who 

have allergies by not eating peanuts or 
tree nuts products while playing on the 

equipment.  Thank you for your help in 
keeping all of our Columbus Family safe. 

On behalf of the Columbus School’s teach-
ers and staff, we wish each and every one 

of you a joyous holiday season and a 

VERY happy New Year! 

~ Kathleen Kay 

Assistant  

Principal’s Corner    

I would like to give a shout out to our 
Columbus P.T.O. for organizing two very 

important fundraising events this past 

month, the election bake sale and the 
multicultural night. We were thrilled to 

see such a great turn out on November 
17th.  I hope next year the attendance is 

even bigger.  

Now we are on to December and with the 

holidays coming there is excitement in the 
air. 

This is also the time of the year that chil-
dren and adults can get run down and 

become ill. Help keep everyone healthy 

this season by eating nourishing foods 
and getting plenty of rest. Of course, 

don’t forget wash, wash, wash your 
hands.  We want to see everyone healthy 

for our New Year. 

               ~Mrs. Sherman-Hudson 

IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

* TELEPHONE : 781.393.2177 

* FAX :  781.393.2187   

* NURSE : 781.393.2175  

* ABSENCE LINE: 781.393.3503 
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December 1  PBIS Store, as assigned. 

December 2  Throw cream pies at Ms. Kay, Columbus Gymnasium,  1:35pm 

December 5  Progress Report Cards are distributed this week. Please be 

    sure to attend your Parent/Teacher Conference appointment. 

December 6  Parent/Teacher Conference Evening, 5:30pm-7:30pm 

    PTO Family Board Game Night, 5:30pm-7:30pm. Students can

     be watched in the cafeteria during your scheduled       

    conference appointment.  

December 7  Early Release, 1:30pm Dismissal 

December 14  Early Release, 1:30pm Dismissal                                            

    PTO Meeting, Columbus Library, 7:00pm 

December 16  Winter Concert, Columbus Gymnasium, 10:00am. Please -  

    Two family members ONLY! 

December 19  Pumpernickel Puppet Performance for Grades PreK– 2.      

    Funded by the PTO. 

December 21  5th Grade DARE Graduation, 10:00am.                                 

    Early Release, 1:30pm Dismissal 

December 23  Early Release, NOON Dismissal 

Dec 26-Jan 2  Winter Recess—Enjoy the time with 

    family and friends 

January 3   School resumes for the new year 



The Christmas Wish .  by Lori Evert; Illustrated 
by Per Breiehagen . Ages 4-7.   
 
In the tradition of The Snowman , The Polar 
Express, and the many books of Jan Brett, this 
cozy Nordic tale filled with extraordinary 
photographs will have readers of all ages believ-
ing in the magic of Christmas. This is one to 
pull out every year and savor. 
 
Long ago, a brave little girl named Anja wanted 

to be one of Santa's elves. So she leaves a note for her family and helps 
her elderly neighbor prepare for the holiday, then she straps on her 
skis, and heads out into the snowy landscape. From a red bird to a 
polar bear to a reindeer, a menagerie of winter animals help Anja 
make her way to Santa. A generous trim-size, matte cover, and foiled 
title make this a special book for the holiday season .  
From the Children’s Book Review 

THE STORY OF HOLLY & IVYby Rumer Godden; iIllustrated by Bar-
bara Cooney. Ages 5-10. 

Rumer Godden begins The Story of Holly & Ivy with the sweetest line, 
“This is a story about wishing.” When 
an orphan named Ivy and a dreamy doll 
named Holly see each other through a 
toy shop window, magic happens. In this 
classic Christmas tale, Holly and Ivy 
both find a sense of belonging in their 
new home and to each other. Wishes 
come true in part thanks to Barbara 
Cooney’s tender illustrations of the fes-
tive village and toys. Godden captures 
the precious beauty of a brave girl un-
willing to give up on her dream.  
By Nicki Richesin, The Children’s Book 
Review 
Published: November 29, 2011  
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BOOK                         REVIEWS              

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Per+Breiehagen&search-alias=books&field-author=Per+Breiehagen&sort=relevancerank
http://astore.amazon.com/thechisboorev-20/detail/0142416835
http://www.rumergodden.com/index.php
http://astore.amazon.com/thechisboorev-20/detail/0142416835
http://www.barbaracooney.com/
http://www.barbaracooney.com/
http://www.nickirichesin.com/
https://www.thechildrensbookreview.com/
https://www.thechildrensbookreview.com/


Talking to Kids About Money 
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Children often ask their parents to buy them things like new sneakers or video 
games; yet they do not seem to understand that these items are not always in the 
family budget. 

If you want your child(ren) to learn how the family spends their money - and that it 
is limited - try these helpful tips: 

 Get a spiral notebook and label it “Family Spending Journal” 

 Explain that for two weeks everyone will keep a record of what they spent mon-
ey on. 

 List some items ahead of time, such as: subway fare, the electric bill, food, ca-
ble, etc. 

 Add to the list as the weeks progress. 

 Also have your child(ren) write down expenses they need within this time frame, 
such as: school lunch, soccer cleats, field trip funds, etc. 

After two weeks time, sit your child(ren) down to 
show them how many things require money.  They 
may be surprised by the length of the list generated.  
You might also discuss things like taxes on income, 
payment for car and home insurance, property tax-
es, etc.  Your child may still ask you to buy them 
things, but when you have to say no, they will better 
understand why.   

Adapted from Home & School Connection 

A Reading Challenge 

By reading more complex books, your child can learn new words, facts, and ideas.  She/he will 
also be exposed to more complicated plots and will grow as a reader.  Share these suggestions: 

Knowing something about the topic or setting will make it tougher book easier to comprehend.  
If your child is reading a novel set in China, he/she could talk to someone who has been there 

or look up the country online (try a children’s site like 
kids.nationalgeographic.com). 

Encourage your child to look at a simpler book on the same subject.  A 
picture-book biography about Harriet Tubman may help your child bet-
ter understand a textbook chapter on the civil rights movement, for in-
stance. 

Suggest that your child read complicated material with pencil and paper  
in hand.  She/he can jot down questions, words to look up, or facts he/she 
wants to learn more about. Adapted from Home & School Connection 


