
 

 

Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
 
75 Pleasant Street, Malden, Massachusetts 02148-4906  Telephone: (781) 338-3000 
                                                                                                                 TTY: N.E.T. Relay 1-800-439-2370 
 

 
Jeff Wulfson 

Acting Commissioner 
 

          October 12, 2017  

 

Dear Parent, 

 

You have just received your child's MCAS scores, which include results from the next-

generation MCAS tests that were given in English language arts and mathematics to students in 

grades 3-8 in spring 2017. 

 

The next-generation MCAS and its score reports are different from the old (legacy) MCAS, both 

in terms of format and in the information they contain. On the legacy MCAS, the four scoring 

categories were Advanced, Proficient, Needs Improvement, and Warning/Failing. On the next-

generation MCAS, the four scoring categories are Exceeding Expectations, Meeting 

Expectations, Partially Meeting Expectations, and Not Meeting Expectations. The new 

categories emphasize readiness for the next grade level. 

 

Roughly half of Massachusetts grades 3-8 students are already scoring in the Meeting 

Expectations category or above, but many students will find that they scored in the Partially or 

Not Meeting Expectations categories. As you look at these scores and help your child understand 

them, please note: 

 

 MCAS results are only one measure of your child's growth and achievement. Your child's 

teacher can also talk to you more broadly about your child's academic growth and about 

his or her social and emotional development.  

 In some subjects and grades, fewer students scored Meeting or Exceeding Expectations 

this year than scored Proficient or Advanced in previous years. This does NOT mean that 

students learned less; it reflects the fact that the next-generation MCAS measures more 

rigorous standards in a different way. In general, the new standards for Meeting 

Expectations are at least as rigorous as the legacy standards for reaching the Proficient 

level, but it varies by subject and grade level.  

 The next-generation MCAS establishes high expectations to better reflect whether 

students are on track for the next grade level and ultimately for college and a career.  The 

new tests focus on students' critical thinking abilities, application of knowledge, and 

ability to make connections between reading and writing. 



 

 

 2017 is the baseline year — the first year of a new assessment — and we expect that over 

time, more students will score in the Meeting Expectations or above. When the original 

MCAS debuted in 1998, relatively few students scored Proficient, but that changed as 

students and teachers adjusted to the new expectations. 

 Students in grades 3-8 do not face any negative consequences as a result of their scores. 

Massachusetts has the best public school system in the country, and giving students a clearer 

signal of their readiness for the next grade level is an important part of that. To learn more about 

the next-generation MCAS and your child's score, go to: 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/parents/.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jeff Wulfson 

Acting Commissioner 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/parents/

