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Feburary 23, 2018 

 

Dear AMS Community, 

 

As many of you know, during the past few days there has been a significant amount of community discussion 

and concern about safety in the Medford Public Schools.  A magazine clip to a gun was found at the McGlynn 

School about two months ago.  In light of this discovery, all Medford Public Schools were thoroughly swept 

by the Medford Police Department and K9 dogs yesterday. No weapons of any kind were found at any school 

in the city. Please know that the Andrews Middle School is a safe school.  All of our doors lock correctly and 

our cameras were updated this vacation week. We now have more line of sight entering the building then we 

ever did before. I will be demonstrating this at our next Coffee with the Principal meeting within a week of 

our return to school.  

 

A decision was made that classes for students have been cancelled and faculty (including paraprofessionals) 

will engage in professional development specific to school and safety concerns on Monday, February 26
th
 

2018. District administration will use this time to work with faculty to review the district’s safety and security 

policy, and to review appropriate ways for faculty to communicate with students upon their return to school. 

District administrators, the Medford Police Department, Medford Teachers Association, and district guidance 

and adjustment counselors will partake in the training of staff. We are also working with Eliot Community 

Services who will provide our staff with additional crisis and trauma training. 

 

The safety and well-being of our students and staff members is our first priority. Recent media reports and 

public discussion have likely heightened concerns over school safety among many families. We will be 

working to better inform and train our faculty and staff of the district’s safety and security protocols to 

address those fears. Upon return to school by students on Tuesday, February 27, 2018 our schools will be 

better prepared to address the issues and concerns of students related to recent events at the McGlynn Middle 

School, as well as the security procedures at each of the district’s schools. 

 

School Adjustment Counselors will provide additional support for teachers and/or students Monday,Tuesday 

and Wednesday from 3:00-5:00 PM at the McGlynn School. 

 

Helping to ensure that our students are emotionally safe in relation to news about school violence and threats 

is an important responsibility. Please reach out to any member of the administrative team if we can help 

support you in any way. 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Paul D’Alleva 

Principal 


